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THE FIRST 100 YEARS 


A Brief Story of the Happenings 
Which Comprise the History 
of Spring Hill, Kansas 
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HE FIRST 100 YEARS 


An informal narrative of the settlement and 
founding of Spring Hill, Kansas, and events 
that have transpired during the past one 
hundred years. 
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This old hotel was located just north of the present city 
park. This building was erected in 1857 by J. V. Hovey who laid 
out the town. Stage coaches stopped here to change horses in the 
early days. 
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It ls Recorded That... 


By Mrs. Frank Laskie 


In 1854 what is now Kansas, was made a territory by Congress, 
which also passed a bill leaving it to the people to make Kansas a 
free or slave state. In 1861 Kansas became a free state, the gov- 
ernment passed the homestead law than opened up a vast number 
of acres to settlers. 


Coming to this particular place, in March 1857, was James B. 
Hovey, a single man. (The following excerpts from an Atlas pub- 
lished by Orville H. Gregg in 1874, in which Mr. Hovey wrote, and 
we sketch the following from 1857 to 1874.) 


“About the middle of March 1857, James B. Hovey started for 
Leavenworth (from Georgia) with a view of locating. Property 
being high, he abandoned that point. Coming on to Westport Land- 
ing (now Kansas City) then to Olathe, where he heard of glowing 
reports of ‘Shawnee Lands’ in Johnson County. He was directed 
to a quarter section of land nine miles south of Olathe. There be- 
ing no trails or roads, he and his horse were guided by a pocket 
compass to the head of east Bull creek. 


“There he found cabins of four Shawnee Indian families, all 
peaceful and quiet, minding their own affairs. He lived in one of 
their homes for a few weeks, purchased land and built a cabin. He 
owned and occupied the first claim, and was the first white settler 
in what is now Spring Hill. 


“Being well pleased with the locality, thinking this an ideal 
spot for a town site, he was very enthusiastic about its future, 
i.e., richness of soil, nearness to timber and water, its natural scenic 
beauty and being on a line that must be traveled between Olathe and 
Paola. Alone he set stakes for a town site. This was easy to do 
but not so easy to hold; there was no town company but he trusted 
to luck, and the Squatters Association of the township. 


It was Mr. Hovey who gave the village its name. Spring Hill, 
he chose in memory of a beautiful suburban city of Mobile, Ala- 
bama. It occurred to him that the surroundings of the new town 
were capable of being made by culture, as the older town for which 
Spring Hill was named. 


The Association agreed if any member having a relative that 
had the intention of becoming an actual settler of Kansas, could 
tale a claim adjoining his own and hold it for 30 days. By so doing 
they saved the town site and secured a number of good citizens. 
He staked out the northwest and southwest quarter sections of 
Section 14, Township 15, Range 23, for the town site (OLD TOWN). 


In about two weeks came William Mavity, who settled on the 
southeast quarter Section 14, Township 15, Range 23 (the quarter 
that is now the new addition, NEW TOWN, and on which is located 
the depot building). 


Next came S. B. Myrick and E. F. Davis taking adjoining claims 
which proved to be “Indian Head Rights.” So Myrick went to Ola- 
the and Davis stayed and took another claim which joined the 
town site on the north and helped Mr. Hovey hold the land until 
it was surveyed and platted by Mr. Allen of Wesport, Mo., on 
May 18, 1857. 


ee at A a ab a AR She le es ee 


In the fall of 1857, Mr. Davis sold his interest in the town to 
A. B. Simmons, J. P. Lockey, Wm. A Jenkinson and later Mr. 
Hovey sold shares to Jas. McKoin, Edwin Walker and H. E. Brown. 


On the first Monday in January, 1858, a town company was 
organized in conformity with the legal requirements for pre- 
empting town sites. 


The company consisted of the previous names mentioned with 
Mr. Hovey elected President and A. B. Simmons, Secretary. The 
town showed little progress in its first few years of existence, the 
town company having devoted most of their time to securing a good 
class of country settlers, knowing if they were to have a flourish- 
ing town they must have a flourishing country support. 


The first house built in the town was known as the Spring Hill 
Hotel. It was built by Mr. Hovey and William Rutter in the sum- 
mer of 1857. The stage line went by the door and it became one 
of the landmarks of Kansas. It was erected on the Old Town site 
which is the northeast corner of what was known then as the 
Public Square. (In 1957, the square is known as the City Park.) 


At a later date the principal business district was moved one- 
half mile east of the original town site and became New ‘Town. 
The move was due to the coming of the railroad. 


The old hotel was a two-story frame building made of native 
lumber hauled from Leavenworth, and cost $3,000. There were 
four rooms on the ground floor and two above with a seven foot 
hallway; a three foot stairway was boxed up. A trap door led to 
the hiding place during border warfare. A score of people could 
have hidden there without being discovered. It was built on the 
highest elevation of the town and views from its upper story win- 
dows were very extensive and of rare beauty and interest. 


One of the places where stage drivers changed horses was at 
Spring Hill. A stage barn was located 100 feet north of the hotel 
and it was the duty of the stage barn owner to have fresh horses 
harnessed and ready when the stage rolled in. The driver ate a 
hurried meal at the hotel, then rushed on to the next stop. Stage 
barns were located every eight or ten miles along the route. Four 
horses were driven at a time. To allow for fresh horses at each 
change, eight horses were kept at each barn. Eight were kept at 
Spring Hill with Pat Murphy presiding over the barn. Mr. Murphy 
came to Spring Hill in 1866 with Jared L. Sanderson, a man who 
was interested in the establishment of stage routes and carrying 
of the mail. Mr. Sanderson had several stage lines leaving Kansas. 


Mr. George Sprague from Rhode Island was a very progres- 
sive farmer and is recorded as the first to build a good two story 
frame house and a substantial barn which became one of the 
landmarks of the county. He, too, was the first to build a board 
fence around his property and raised Osage Orange trees (hedge) 
to fence his acres. (This is now the James D. Cuddeback farm). 


In the early 60’s, Mrs. Sprague’s burial was the first in the Spring 
Hill cemetery. 


Other parties coming in the early 50’s and 60’s were: D. F. 
Dayton, B. H. Stiles, Wm. Rutter, John Riley, A. B. Simmons, Wm. 
Sowers, A. G. Newton, Jas. Sweeting, Jas. McKoin, Edwin Walker, 
H. E. Brown, Hiram Mitchell, David Sprong, J. H. Jackson, C. 
Dwyer, J. Gore, Edd Nash, .... Dryden, D. H. Bingham, J. H. 


This picture, taken in 1910, shows the first store in Spring Hill. 
The store was opened by W. G. Davidson in 1857-58. 


Berkshire, M:: i. Parrott,. H.-H. Wilcox, ....) «scott; 6. Cook 
C. V. N. House, A. B. Squires, J. C. Beckley, Alex Johnson, Jacob 
Widmer, Thos. Lindsey. 


During the fall of 1857 the Department of Government grant- 
ed a post office at Spring Hill. J. B. Hovey was appointed post- 
master. The receipts of the office had to pay for carrying the 
mail once a week. The receipts were next to nothing, so was the 
pay. W. R. Rutter and A. B. Simmons usually made the trip to- 
gether on foot for protection and company. Occasionally Mr. Da- 
vis and Mr. W. A. Jenkinson assisted. Faithful was their service. 
Never a trio missed, the mail must go. Through bitter cold, over 
the bleak plains, through spring mud and summer heat, always, 
was each trip a new adventure. 


In 1858 the mail route was changed, coming through the dis- 
tributing office at West Port. J. H. Jackson of Spring Hill con- 
tracted as weekly carrier. In 1860, A. B. Squires contracted to 
deliver it tri-weekly. In 1862 it was altered and came daily on 
the Kansas City and Ft. Scott mail route, “via’’ Olathe. 


During the winter of 1857 the first store was opened in the 
town by W. G. Davidson. Business was fair for the amount of 
stock at the store. There were no railroads west of the Mississippi. 
Freight was brought across the prairie by wagon train, pulled by 
yokes of oxen. In after years the Santa Fe Trail was the best 
road leading through the unbroken prairies of blue stem grass and 
wild flowers. Occasionally a deer scared from its hiding place 
might be seen fleeing across the plains; the wild turkeys and prairie 
chickens came to the trail and followed the wagons in search of 
food, while the coyotes at night howled in the distance to disturb 
the weary travelers’ rest. 


Other early day merchants were Thomas parce William Auld, 
Mr. Baker and Mr. Prunty. 
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The spring of 1858 found the community without a church or 
school, it being too small to support either. Mr. Hovey, realizing 
the need for religious services, opened his home (it being the most 
commodious place) for a meeting place, then went in quest for a 
minister. Rev. Hulbert of the Methodist Episcopal church, living 
two miles east of Baldwin, came the following Sunday. The con- 
gregation had assembled and watched his coming over the prairie 
miles away. Ministers traveled on horse back in those days. (One 
could always tell a minister—the horse invariably had a sort of 
pious regulation trot, and carried the inevitable ministerial saddle 
bags.) ; 


Folks at the meeting came from all directions, some on foot, 
some horseback, ox teams, a few in two horse wagons but none in 
buggies for they were as scarce as railroads. 


The meeting was a success and regular preaching established. 
In a few days a quarterly meeting was to convene. Housing being 
inadequate, the community planned a building for church and 
school. Everyone willingly helped and within a week’s time the new 
building was completed and the quarterly meeting held the follow- 
ing Sunday in it. 


The Presiding Elder Rev. L. B. Dennis of Lawrence, seeing the 
interest and possibilities, organized the church, soon supplying it 
with a resident minister, the Rev. Richard Duvall. It was not until 
1871 that another building was erected for their worship. However, 
this building was later given to the Colored people and a new brick 
building was dedicated in August, 1911. 


——— al 


Thomas Hines brought his wife, Elizabeth, and children, Ed, 
Dan, Joe, Alex, George, Ira, Tom Jr., Susan, Margaret, and Esther 
from near Stafford in Monroe County, Ohio, to Spring Hill in 
a covered wagon in 1864. They settled on a farm two miles east 
of Spring Hill on the county line road. The children all attended 
Walnut Grove school. George Hines started in the grocery store 
in 1895, later selling out to Alex and Tom Hines. The grocery 
was operated by members of the Hines family for nearly fifty 
years. 


The roster of the Spring Hill Methodist ministers from 1858 to 
1957. The first minister was Rev. R. P. Duvall who stayed until 
March 1867; 1867-68, James Hogue; 1868-70, William Whitney; 
1870-71, O. H. Call; 1871-72, ... Cole; 1872-75, J. Biddison; 1875-77, 
John C. Telford [the father of Mrs. J. W. Sowers]; 1877-79, J. O. 
Roberts; 1879-81, .... Walker; 1881-84, Frank Hays; 1884-85, J. 
S. Smith; 1885-86, William Whitney; 1887-88, D. S. Colt; 1888-89, 
S. A. Lough; 1889-90, L. A. Markham; 1890-91, J. A. Thompson; 
1892-93, M. L. Everett; 1893-96, M. P. Elliott; 1896-99, C. G. Crys- 
ler; 1899-1901, C.-S.. Frank; 1901-02, C: J. ‘Harned; 1902, Cow: 
Crysler; 1902-06, Thomas McConnell; 1906-09, W. J. Mitchell; 
1909-10, A. J. Bruner; 1910-11, M. E. Goodrich; 1911-15, D. A. Mc- 
Cullough; 1915-17, J. H. Hunter; 197-18, Marion Shepherd; 1918-20, 


P. B. Roberts; 1920-22, ... Nunally; 1922-24, L. E. Edwards; 1925- 
26; LP. Plowman; -1926-27, A: C,: Asling; 1927-28, A. J. Cutrell: 
1928-29, J. R. Sipes and .... Odem; 1930-32 Theodore Potter; 1933 


(9 months), W. B. Burdett; 1934-36, Robert Brown; 1936-41, O. W. 
Dewey; 1941-45, I. L. Neuenswander; 1945-49, J. S. Bottoms; 1949- 
50, Floyd Nolin; 1950-52, William Ralphs; 1952-57, Robert Alex- 
ander. 


The Presbyterian church of Spring Hill was organized Decem- 
ber 3, 1864. Committee of organization was Rev. H. Reed (first 
pastor), Mrs. Isabelle Scott, Mrs. May Garrett, Mrs. John Mcll- 
waine, Mrs. Ann Brown, Mrs. Lucinda McKoin. Additional mem- 
bers added December 4, 1864: Mr. and Mrs. J. C. Smith, Miss Elisa 
Smith, Mrs. Rebecca Fishel. 


The church was erected in 1871 by J. C. Beckley, building con- 
tractor. Early day elders: John McIlwaine (first); A. W. Wilson, 
John Rankin, Wm. Corbet, R. J. Henry, L. C. West, D. H. Bingham, 
S. S. Olney, A. T. Lowe, and J. W. Gindlesperger. 


Pastors serving after Rev. Reed were Revs. J. W. Rankin, C. 
McElroy, A. Carroll, J. U. Young, A. M. Reynolds, A. V. Stout, C. 
A. Leonard, H. W. Cowan, A. M. Mann, W. H. Course and Enos 
Fleming. 


The Presbyterian Manse was erected in 1908. The church 
disbanded about 1937. 


Previous to 1859 the politics had been simply “Free or Slave 
State.” During that year it was thought advisable to have a regu- 
lar party organization. An appointment was made for Gen. G. H. 
Lane to speak at Mr. Hovey’s home. He made an impressive 
speech and at the close called for the organization of a Republican 
club. It was voted and carried. J. B. Hovey was elected Presi- 
dent, A. B. Simmons, Secretary. James Buchanan was the presi- 
dent of the United States. J. B. Hovey was postmaster at this 
time, and this election by the Republican club cost him his post 
official head. W. G. Davidson was appointed his successor, filling 
the office for several years. 


The State Legislature of 1858 to 1859 passed an act. opening 
a state road from Leavenworth via Olathe, Spring Hill, Paola 
and Mound City to Ft. Scott. A military telegraph line was 
placed on the road during the war. . 


In due season, the parties interested along the line, began to 
agitate the question of a railroad through Spring Hill. In 1859 the 
railroad reached the southern border of Johnson County. Spring 
Hill did not see fit to contribute financial assistance in the build- 


FRANK R. MORRISON S. R. HOGUE 


One of the early day settlers Early day hardware and im- 
of Spring Hill community. plement dealer in Spring Hill. 


ing of a depot, or in helping with other faciliies, so the railroad 
was built one-half mile east of the original town. The nearest 
stop was Ocheltree. For some time residents of Spring Hill were 
compelled to go there for mail. Finally the matter was adjusted, 
and a station built at Spring Hill. The first road was called the 
Missouri River, Ft. Scott and Gulf; then the Kansas City, Ft. 
Scott and Memphis, and at present it’s the St. Louis & San Fran- 
cisco, familiarly called the “Frisco.” 


In 1860 Kansas had a great drought, but this locality suffered 
little in comparison with other parts of the state. 


In 1861 the township and county was confronted by war. 
Spring Hill raised two companies for home protection, one a 
mounted company commanded by Capt. James Duff and one 
Infantry company commanded by Capt. J. B. Hovey. Very little 
was done at first, only frequent requests for guard duty. In Oc- 
tober, 1864, came the biggest and last scare. General Price was 
coming with an army vast enough to take all the citizens, Kansas 
was his objective point. General Curtis was in command of the 
department with headquarters at Ft. Leavenworh, and at once 
issued an order putting the ‘‘state’” under martial law, ordering 
every man to report for duty. He had stores closed, in many in- 
stances men were taken from their fields and not allowed to re- 
turn home. It proved only a scare, however. 


Mr. William Sowers bought 160 acres of J. B. Hovey in 1864, 
which joins the town on the west. Later the farm was operated 
by his son, George S. Sowers. Mr. Sowers made his money to buy 
the farm by operating a stage from Spring Hill to Ft. Scott. He 
also hauled corn to soldiers at Ft. Scott with three yoke of oxen. 
They were driven tandem, no lines. On the trip the oxen consum- 
ed 100 bu. of shelled corn and 15 bu. of ear corn. The trip took 12 
to 14 days. 


The first newspaper, the Spring Hill “Enterprise” was _ es- 
tablished Dec. 7, 1870, as a Republican paper. In 1871 Dr. Parker 
bought an interest and conducted it as a Democrat paper. Then 
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in 1872 W. H. McGowen became owner and changed the name to 
“Western Progress” and politics to Republican. 


In the summer of 1874 came another drought followed by 
grasshoppers and Kansas suffered greatly. This neighborhood 
suffered too as they came in great hordes, darkening the sun. 
They covered fields and trees destroying everything green as 
they went. The visit of the grasshoppers was prolonged into the 
next year, for they deposited their eggs in the ground and the 
next spring large numbers hatched. These destroyed all the early 
crops but for some unaccountable reason they soon left. There 
was still time for the late planting and the corn crop that follow- 
ed was aboundant. Seed was sent into Kansas from other states 
for the late planting. 


Thus ends the history from 1857 to 1874, leaving the pioneers 
reasonably prosperous, hopeful and contented. 


RECOLLECTIONS OF OLD TOWN 
By Maud Rhinehart Stuckey 


My recollections of “Old Town” date back to the “Nineties” 
when I visited my grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. Iret Rhinehart at 
the home that is now Findley’s. Across the garden on the corner 
Where Dentons now live, were Uncle Isaac and Aunt Mary Bell 
and daughter Lulu. Aunt Mary was Grandpa’s sister. Lulu taught 
school and later became Mrs. Thomas Green. She resides in 
Shreveport, La., and is 87 years old. Mr. Green was the contrac- 
tor who built our first brick school building. South of Bells lived 
a colored family, the Hudsons. Bell Hudson was the best cook 
in town, it was said. Across from the Hudsons were the Louis 
Holdren’s who had a large family and a large house. I remember 
the parties there when I was in high school. South of them were 
Mrs. Cynthia Nichols and son, Clem. Later Rev. Cowan, a Pres- 
byterian minister lived there with his family. 


The Presbyterian church stood where Wm. Cuthbertson’s 
house now stands and the Methodist Episcopal or M. E. Church as 
it was called, stood where Mrs. Gertrude Shepard’s home is now. 
I believe the Chas. Shepard home is row the H. Medlin place. The 
Vaughn Murphy place was the Jos. Gasaway home and the Zwei- 
miller place was where Billy Molleson lived (not the same house). 
The Lee Mitchell place was the home of Mrs. Sarah Page. 


South of Mrs. Page was the home of Mrs. Emily Russell whose 
son Jim, worked in the Grance Store many years and who 
was married to Ella Grady. Miss Ella, the oldest daughter of Mrs. 
Russell, taught more than forty years in the schools of Johnson 
and Miami Counties. Dora became the wife of Clarence Stahl, a 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Peter Stahl whose home was the Moody farm, 
how owned by Van Schoelandt’s. John Russell also worked in the 
Grange Store and lived across the street from his mother. 


Mrs. Josie Coons with sons Harry, Ira and Plummer lived next 
south of Russells. Orville Mayes’ home was the D. H. Bingham 
place. The house occupied by the Brooks family was the Metho- 
dist parsonage. 


The Richardson place on the corner was the home of Mrs. 
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MR. AND MRS. J. Z. WISWELL MR. AND MRS. GEO. D. WEIR 
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Mr. and Mrs. Wiswell set- Mr. and Mrs. Weir came 
tled on a farm northeast of to Spring Hill vicinity in 
Spring Hill in the early days. 1861. 
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Margaret Nicholson (we called her Aunt Peggy), mother of Tho- 
mas and Levi. Mary Snell’s place was across south from Aunt 
Peggy. The Rainwater’ place was _ the McClintocks,  par- 
ents of Mrs. L. Holdren. Mrs. O. C. Cole’s place was the A. B. 
Vandevere home. Mr. Vandevere, I. N. Bell and Daniel Ferguson 
were early day carpanters. The block north of the grade school 
was occupied by colored families: Ellen Snell and family; Alfred 
Robinson, a plasterer, and family; Peter Sayers, many years sex- 
ton at the cemetery, and family. I remember Sam and Smith 
Sayers, and Mr. and Mrs. Billy Hayes who had no children. 


The Hortons lived where we, the Stuckeys, now live. The 
John Jones lived where Gruvers now live and Mr. Flint and Mrs. 
Bowman and daughter, Ola, lived where Ed Wilkin lives. Ola 
became Mrs. Dan Ferguson. They now live in Olathe. Mrs. Bow- 
man lived to be 101 years old. 


Mr. and Mrs. Robert Reid and daughters, Ella, Theresa and 
Flora and son, Joel, lived west of Bowmans. Mrs. Ella Clinton 
and Mrs. Theresa Hayes are now living in Paola. I saw them the 
morning of May 21 as they viewed the spot from which the tor- 
nado of the evening of May 20 had swept their old home and all 
buildings leaving only the cave which saved the lives of the Moser 
family. Also demolished was the place west of Reids occupied 
many years by Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Smith. Mrs. Smith was a Hines, 
aunt of Eva Locke. 


The only place in this part of town that has not changed 
hands through the years is the home of Mr. and Mrs. George Lan- 
dis and sons, Warren and George. 


Mr. Landis worked in Kansas City, coming home week ends. 
I remember how shocked Spring Hill was when word came that 
he had been waylaid and killed, presumably by a robber, while on 
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his way to the station for the week end at home. The boys were 
quite small and there was no Red Cross in those days. George and 
Bertie live in the home, all the buildings but the house, which was 
damaged, being demolished by the tornado. As I write this I can 
see George building a garage. 


EARLY DAY FAMILIES 


Iret and Nancy Rhinehart and five sons came to Kansas from 
Ohio in 1869 and settled on a farm a mile south of the county 


line or about two miles southwest of Spring Hill. The oldest son, - 


Lambert N., moved to this farm in 1885, when his’ parents 
moved to Spring Hill where they purchased the home now owned 
and occupied by a great-granddaughter, Mary Belle Findley and 
family. L. N. Rhinehart later purchased the farm and after his 
death, his daughter, Maud Stuckey and husband L. R. bought it. 


Grant Weir remembers when there were only three houses in 
that neighborhood, the Dr. Coons house, where he and George now 
live, the J. B. Coons house and the Rhinehart house. 


Other pioneers in that community were the H. C. Stiles fam- 
ily, the James Lyon family, the Oren Stiles, the Irish, George 
weir, the Thomas Nicholson and Levi Nicholson, the Daytons, G. 
K. Turner and Eliphalet Newton and H. A. Mathews. 


Thomas N. and Miriam Newton with eight children, came 
from Ohio to Kansas in 1866, settling on the farm northwest of 
Spring Hill, now owned by Alvin Rice. One daughter, Margaret, 
was born in Kansas. Mr. Newton died in 1895 and Mrs. Newton 
and John B. later sold this farm and purchased the farm at the 
south edge of Spring Hill from M. E. Woodford. This farm has 
been divided into building lots with a row of new ranch type 
houses facing the highway and Geo. H. Sowers factory on the 
west. Mrs. Florence Holdren states that her father, J. B. Palmer, 
came from Toronto, Canada, in 1869, settling on the S. L. Nevius 
farm. 


The Newtons and Rhineharts were my grandparents. Some 
years after coming here, Iret Rhinehart returned to Ohio to bring 
his mother. Rachel Rhinehart to Kansas to make her home with 
his family. She was aged 98 years, 10 months and 2 days at the 
time of her death, Jan. 13, 1901. 


The first doctor I remember was Mrs. Celia Ann Dayton, said 
to ke the first woman doctor in Kansas. She was a kindly person, 
with many facial wrinkles, who wore her hair parted in the middle 
and combed into a knot in the back. She was born June 24, 1815 
and died Nov. 18, 1895, according to inscription on the stone which 
was overturned in our cemetery by the tornado. 


Next was Dr. S. G. W. Stevens, father of Mrs. A. T. Lowe 
who resides on a farm north of Spring Hill, and Homer Stevens 
who lives in California. Dr. Stevens wore a full beard and sat 
very Straight in the saddle when he rode his beautiful horse. He 
also drove a high-stepping team to a buggy. He had several deer 
and a flock of game chickens as a hobby. Mrs. Stevens was a 
wonderful cook and boarded teachers for many years. 


Later came Dr. O. C. Thomas and Dr. R. E. Eagan, making 
three doctors at one time for Spring Hill. Now all are resting 
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THE CENTENNIAL COMMITTEE 


Pictured above, left to right: Wm. Wilson, Edgar Kuhn, Aryl 
Miller, Jack Timmons, Fred Marshall, Vern Harra, Norris Olson, 
Carl M. Weir, Loren Locke, Ralph Polfer, and Lloyd Barkis. Dale 
Custer, Marvin Makadanz and George Russell were not present 
when the picture was taken. 


in our cemetery and we have been without a doctor since Dr. R. 
R. Becker, who made his start in Spring Hill, thirty years ago, left 
us a few years later to practice in Kansas City, Mo. Mrs. O. C. 
Thomas and Margaret Lucy live in Kansas City, Mo., and Mrs. R. 
E. Eagan in Paola. George Mower and son Forest, and L. R. 
Stuckey built the house now owned by R. A. Dunmire, for Dr. 
Eagan. They also built the Wm. Lang home for Dr. Thomas. 


The first undertaker in Spring Hill was W. R. Rutter, who 
also had a furniture store. Later the son, W. H. Rutter became 
a partner, then continued in the business after the death of the 
father. He sold his furniture and undertaking business to Eli 
Davis and son, Ralph, who later sold to P. O. Coons. The Rutters 
moved to Topeka, where a son, Warren, who is now retired from 
the furniture business there, resides. Ralph Davis and wife, Mar- 
garet, also a licensed embalmer, continued in the same business in 
Okmulgee, Okla., to the time of death. Paul O. Coons sold the 
business to Lloyd H. Wilcox when his health failed. P. O. had a 
wide acquaintance over the state during his career, serving as 
secretary of The Kansas Funeral Directors Association for many 
years. Mr. Wilcox and wife Edith, conducted the business for 
several years, selling it to Roy Bruce of Gardner, when they 
bought a business and moved to Girard, Kansas. 


The Spring Hill New Era was established in October, 1883, 
with J. W. Sowers as owner and editor. In 1904 Will F. Wilkerson 
purchased the paper. He and Mrs. Will edited it for several years, 
then leased it for a time to Mr. and Mrs. Will Morton and later 
to Mr . and Mrs. Edgar Martindale. The Wilkersons lived in To- 
peka where he had a state job during this period. Edna Curtis, 
now Mrs. Ben Montgomery, of Alberta, Canada, and Ettanet Allen, 
now of California, were linotype operators for the Wilkersons. 
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Mr. and Mrs. H. E. Winkler purchased the New Era and took 
possession Sept. 1, 1929. J. W. Sowers had the New Era office on 
Railroad Avenue, just south of the City Hotel, for many years, 
then moving to the west side of Main Street where it remained 
until Winkler moved to the east side of Main Street in 1938. 
The business expanded until it became necessary to obtain more 
room for added equipment. The printing plant was moved to 
Gardner in 1951. The Winklers and James Cole drive from Spring 
Hill each day. 


In a copy of rules and regulations for our schools in 1894, 
materials required for first grade were slate, slate pencil and Mc- 
Guffey’s First Reader. Frame of slate must be padded to elim- 
inate noise. Today, the six readers for first grade cost $3.24, in 
addition to the other supplies. Pen and ink were to be introduced 
in second grade. The school board at that time were Jerry Mc- 
Canse, a colored man, three of whose daughters, Jessie, Claudia 
and Myrtle later graduated from our High school}. DreSiGoavwe 
Stevens and Bert Hollenback, the town jeweler. Our first brick 
building was first used for the term 1893-94 and consisted of four 
rooms, two on the ground floor for the grades and two upstairs 
for the 7th and 8th grades and the high school. There were three 
grade teachers and one in high school, who was also the principal. 
Ed T. Barber was the first principal, serving three years. The 
first graduating class was 1896. Miss Jo E. Boring, many years 
a teacher in Kansas City, Kansas, now retired, and Dr. C. C. Nes- 
selrode, a prominent physician and surgeon, of Kansas City Kase 
are the only living members. Both live in Kansas City,. Kansas. 
Otker members of the class were Cora Boice-Smith, Roland Casad 
and Clyde Groves. 


The class of 1957 had 27 graduates, 11 teachers, and enroll- 
ment in our high school last year was 141. 


Our present high school building was completed in 1926 and 
graduated first class in 1927. 


The first graduating class of the four year course was 1907. 
No graduates in 1906 as the course had been a 3 year course be- 
fore that. W. T. Markham and George A. Allen served as State 
Supt. of Public Instruction some years after serving as our prin- 
cipal. My principal, C. H. Brooks became a professor in Hays 
State Teachers College where he served until retirement. Mr. 
Brooks had President Eisenhower as a pupil in Abilene High 
School. 


TORNADO — 1957 
By Mrs. L. R. Stuckey 


The evening of May 20, 1957, shortly after 7 o’clock I noticed 
that the clouds were darker than usual and were moving. Our 
large trees kept us from having a clear view of the sky. Sud- 
denly Louis said. ‘There is something over Landis’ barn, run for 
the basement!” TI could see a black streak like heavy smoke and 
we ran to the basement. No sooner were we there than suction 
opened the outside doors, a limb fell across the opening and all 
became quiet. 


We came out to find our yard on all four sides of the house 
filled with limbs and fallen trees. We have since counted twelve 


Public School, Spring Hill, Kansas 


This building was first occupied in the fall of 1895. The build- 
ing was torn down in 1937 and replaced by the present school 
building. 


trees down or stripped of branches and only one little scratch on 
our house. The barn is twisted and chicken house roof broken. 


Next we noticed the big cedars at Wilkin’s (the old Bowman 
place) had fallen on the house, the Moser home (the old Reid 
place) was entirely gone. Knowing there were ten children there 
we ran down fearful of what we would find. They had been 
saved in an outside cave and were all sitting in their car (the only 
thing left), crying aloud. Next we noticed that Isam and Bar- 
bara Davis’ new home across the street was gone as were three 
house trailers belonging to McMahon’s and Taylor. These three 
families had gotten warning by television and gotten away as had 
the Everett Stuteville family whose trailer was overturned and 
wrecked. The Bartlett family next door to Davis’ were away and 
their new home was taken off the foundation and so badly wreck- 
ed that it had to be torn down. Arthur and Marie Duffield were 
in their home \(the old Bill Smith house) when it and all their 
buildings were demolished. They were severely bruised and Ar- 
thur received a cut on the head and was taken to the hospital. 
We were stunned when the Davis family could not be located. 
Soon their: station wagon was found on the McVey place, crump- 
led into a ball and by eleven o’clock by the aid of flashlights, the 
bodies of Mrs. Davis and little daughters, Pamela, aged six and 
Tamara, age five were found near each other and that of Mr. Da- 
vs some distance away all on the Larson farm (the Deskins 
place):.. All the Larson buildings were demolished, as was the 
barn on the J. D. Cuddeback farm and the dairy barn and out- 
buildings at Chas. Van Schoelandt’s (the old Stahl farm). Em- 
mett Dodson’s home and all buildings were blown down but they 
had taken refuge in the cave. This was the Robert Acker place. 


Many homes in the country were blown away, among them 
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being the home of Harry and Minnie Dickey. Both were hos- 
pitalized. Mrs. Dickey had been seriously ill and bedfast for 
several weeks. As I write this three weeks later, word comes 
that Mr. Frank Barricklow, who was injured when the Larson 
pickup was blown into his truck as he was passing during the 
tornado, had died June 12 as a result of broken back and inter- 
nal injuries. George Landis lost two barns and chicken house 
and his house was damaged. Arthur Anderson’s new chicken 
house and a large garage which was not completed were put 
down. This is the worst tragedy ever experienced in Spring Hill. 
Mrs. Davis was our fourth grade teacher, 28 years of age. The 
family came to Kansas from Ohio four years ago. They had so 
much to live for. 


Nearly all of the beautiful trees in our cemetery were up- 
rooted and stones overturned and some broken. The whole com- 
munity assisted by trucks and bulldozers from other communities 
and by the Red Cross, did a wonderful cleanup job in a few days. 
More clothing and furniture were donated than could be used 
here. Money was contributed by friends from far and near. 


Mr. and Mrs. Davis’ marriage certificate was found in a yard 
in Kansas City, Mo., the next day. 


EARLY DAY ENTERTAINMENT 
By Mrs. Harry Dalzell 


During the 80’s and 90’s a wave of Spiritualism swept Kansas 
and Spring Hill had a little more than its share, and a good Spir- 
itual seance was considered very good entertainment and ghosts 
and moving tables were a part of everyday living of some of the 
people. Lectures, literaries, dramatic studies at night, and in 
summer medicine shows was the entertainment but much fun was 
had at sleighing parties, taffy-pulls and just plain parties. The 
oldsters read more than they do today and politics always created 
quite a lot of excitement and in election years, quite a few fights. 
Most of the settlers who came just after the Civil War were vet- 
erans of that war and nearly all from the Union side. A few had 
been Democrats before the war but fought on the Northern side, 
and they all took their political beliefs very seriously. 


On the Fourth of July a parade led by the band marched from 
town to the park and a basket dinner was spread under the trees. 


By Mrs. L. R. Stuckey 


According to some old records, the first school was held in a 
building moved in from the country. Mrs. Duvall, wife of the 
Methodist minister was the first teacher. A two story frame 
building was erected in 1880 at a cost of $2,000.00. The school 
was organized ino 8 grades in 1887 by R. M. Brown. Some of the 
familiar names among the teachers were Ella Russell, Mina Gas- 
away-Flanders and later her daughter, Ruby, now Mrs. Ted Tur- 
ne,r Della Snyder-Crawford, Josie Boring, May Hudson-Deweese, 
A. T. Lowe, Hattie Cofman-Avery, Blanche Coffman-Chamberlin, 
Myra Coffman-Dillon, Sada Dunn-Flanders, Anna Bloomer-Shep- 
ard, Mary Hartley-Allison before 1913. 


Miss Maud Clavin, who was a teacher and Supt. of Schools 
of Johnson County, lives in Oalthe and is the only survivor of her 
family. John Mitchell and family Harry, Maud, and Avis lived 


15 


where Mrs. McLane now lives. Her father, Mack Clavin, ran the 
old mil! on North Main where the farmers brought their corn 
to be made into meal. Bess, was a teacher, and Lottie, another 
daughier. Both have passed away. 


A long-time resident deserving of mention is Mrs. Mattie 
Ramey who lives with her twin sister, Miss Minnie Osborn, in the 
house occupied for several years by Mrs. Eliphalet Newton. Be- 
fore her marriage she worked in the Grange Store when Isaac 
Rudy was manager. After her marriage to David Ramey they 
operated a store in Bucyrus until 1912 when they moved to the 
house in Spring Hill just west of O. W. Rhinehart’s home. The 
Rhinehart home is now the home of Harold Cook and family. 
Grandma Rhinehart lived across the street. where Mrs. Carrie 
Mitchell now lives. 


When R. B. Nelson came back to Spring Hill from Paola to 
go into business with A. C. Bunger, Mrs. Ramey began work in 
their dry goods department where she continued through this 
partnership and when Mr. Bunger sold his interest to Stewart 
Simpson, worked for Nelson & Simpson, making twenty years 
in all in this store. Mrs. Ramey also owns the home occupied 
by Fred Marshall family, which was the home of Eugene P. Davis 
when he was cashier of the Spring Hill Banking Co. His wife 
was Ella Newton and their daughters, Miss Elsie and Miss Wini- 
fred now reside in Kansas City, Mo. 


Miss Catherine Murphy, who lives in the old Murphy home 
and part time with sister, Fay, has had quite a part in the busi- 
ness life of our town. She worked in Mrs. C. E. Bailey’s millinery 
and dressmaking shop, then in the Grange Store, next in the 
Post Office with S. M. Simmons, one year, then taking a position 
with Bunger & Nelson in dry goods, continuing with Nelson & 
Simpson, then with Hogue’s and lastly for a time in the Post 
Office with J. E. Gay. 


We must not forget Miss Francis Baily, who with her parents 
moved from their farm, now the Wm. Newton home, to the home 
in Spring Hill purchased from Iret Rhinehart many years ago. 
Later the Baily’s sold this home to T. G. Stuckey and bought the 
place (now Jack Timmons home) from John Drury, who purch- 
ased the H. P. Smith home (now Harry Dalzell home). After the 
death of her parents, Mr. and Mrs. J. C. Baily, Frances sold this 
home to Mrs. John B. Newton and purchased the home formerly 
owned by Mr. and Mrs. A. C. Back, who had passed away. Here 
she remained until leaving to make her home with a brother, Ed, 
in Pennsylvania, where she resides. 


During her -years in Spring Hill she was employed by the 
Grange Store, served as bookkeeper for the Mijo Telephone Co., 
and for year was in Homer H. Neff’s Drug Store and later with 
Crawford H. Neff. 


Among the postmasters through the years were George Hart- 
ley, who was a dentist, O. W. Rhinehart, Clay Reynolds, Fred 
Ricketts, Roy Payne, P. O. Coons, S. M. Simmons and the present 
postmaster, J. E. Gay. 


George H. Kevan was in the transfer business when horses 
and wagons were used. He built the house, now the Stewart Simp- 
son home. His daughter, Mrs. Fred Ricketts, now lives at Corder, 
Mo., where she and Fred operated a drug store until his death. 
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AN OLD TIME BASEBALL TEAM 


Joseph Null ran a grain and elevator business a number of 
years. He built the home, later the H. H. Neff home, and now 
the Corliss home. Mrs. R. A. Dunmire and Mrs. Perry Welch of 
Hutchinson, are the Null daughters 


Ed Blair was Spring Hill’s poet. He wrote collections, ‘“Sun- 
flower Siftings,” and “Random Rhymes,” also a History of John- 
son County. Streeter, a son, lives in California. 


The Deweese family lived on South Main several years. Will 
and Elmer got their start in the Spring Hill Lumber Yard, later 
becoming managers of Hodges yards in other towns. Dale was 
an undertaker in Wellington, Kans., and Mollie was the wife of 
Ed Morgan, a brick and stone mason. Ethel is the wife of John 
Green, son of the late Rev. J. D. Green, a minister of the Metho- 
dist Protestant Church in Spring Hill years ago. She and Dr. 
C. Max Deweese, pastor of the First Christian Church of Paola 
at the present, are the only survivors. The K. M. Pratt family 
who lived in the home where Mr. and Mrs. A. R. Holcomb now 
live, are all gone. Teresa, Mrs. G. O. Stuckey, was pianist at the 
Metnodist Church many years 


The T. J. Chaney family lived in the big house on the east 
side of South Main, last house, 50 years ago.. 


Mrs. Mary Neff, Mrs. Chaney, Mrs. T. G. Stuckey, Mrs. J. W. 
Sowers, Mrs. G. B. Sowers, Mrs. Reid and Mrs. Geo. W. LaRosh 
were among the regular quilters at the Ladies Aid. And, O, the 
wonderful chicken pie they put out at the annual suppers. 


Annabel Sowers-Smiser was the leading soprano in the choir 
and sang at many funerals. Lutie married Rev. Bernard Young 
and Ruth married Lloyd Terry. At her husband’s death, she was 
left with two small sons, George and Jimmie, whom she raised 
and sent George through Baker University. She served as Reg- 
ister of Deeds of Johnson County. Ruth passed away before 
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James finished college. Don, the brother, was a scientist, and 
did much research work. He married and raised a family in 
Colorado. His son, Robert, lives on the Sowers farm west of 
town. All of this family has passed away. Parents were Mr. and 
Mrs. J. W. Sowers built home, now A. A. Ramey home. Smisers 
built home now Mrs. York home. 


In a booklet belonging to Mrs. A. T. Lowe published for the 
school in 1894 I find these ‘Ads’ for the business section of 
Spring Hill. First one is John Drury, “The Square Man,” dealer 
in’ men’s and boys’ clothing; Chas. Ettein, Baker; M. Clavin, 
Miller; L. Chamberlin, Lumber, Grain and Coal; Howard Johnson, 
Dentist; J. M.° Giffee, Light and Heavy Harness; City Meat 
Market, J. Flanners and son; W. M. Adams, Insurance, Loans, 
Real Estate, Notary; C. E. Bailey, Registered Pharmacist; Mrs. 
C. E. Bailey, Millinery; J. McCanse, Barber; Commercial House, 
J. M. Giffee, Proprietor; Mackey Bros. Lumber and Building 
Material, Coal and Grain; Spring Hill Banking Co., C. Dwyer, 
Pres., S. R. Hogue, Vice-Pres., Eugene Davis, Cashier, J, S. Mack- 
ey, Secretary; S. R. Hogue, Hardware, Tinware, Stoves; City 
Hotel, Jos. Simpson, Proprietor; Spring Hill Co-Operative As- 
ociation, Fancy Dry Goods, Fancy Groceries; Spring Hill Stock 
Farm, High bred roadsters for sale, Jos. Niles, Prop., Bert Hol- 
lenback, Jeweler; Sharon’s Store; P. H. Murphy Drugs, Medicines; 
B. Boice and Sons, Fresh and Salt Meats, Poultry, Flour, Feed; 
Green-Dorris Laundry; T. A. Davis, Groceries, Tobacco, Cigars; 
Dryden’s, $3.00 Shoes for Ladies or Gents; W. R. Rutter and 
Son, Dealers in Furniture-Carpets, Undertaking Dept.; C. W. 
Reynolds, Books, Stationery; G. A. Simpson, Staple and Fancy 
‘Groceries, Post Office building, East side Main St.; Henry Adams, 
Prescription Druggist, Office of Local and Long Distance Tele- 
phones; S. G, W. Stevens, Physician and Surgeon, Office Adams 
Drug Store. 


In Ralph Davis Memories of Early Days written for New 
Era in 1932, in addition to these, he mentions Wm. Clixby, Hotel 
Clerk, Oliver Boswell, Town Clerk, both bachelors; Another 
bachelor in business many years in the big frame building on 
South Main was John W. Lambert, Tinner and Plumber, a man 
of few words. He came from Ohio. It was his custom to visit 
the I. N. Bell family every Sunday evening as his parents had 
been close friends of Bells in Ohio. Glenna Cunningham’s father 
was John’s brother. Dave Swarts blacksmith was on south Main. 
Later Livingston, then Laskey and A. H. Starbuck for many 
years operated shop there. Beesons had grocery on east side 
and Steele and Evans on west side after moving from Old Town. 
He also listed Andy Peterson’s Wagon Shop. The Peterson house 
is now Andy Anderson’s home. Dr. O. C. Thomas office upstairs 
over Grange Store with Wm. Wiley’s Dental Office next door. 
Jesse Hickson, Barber; H. P. Smith, men’s tailor, who was Mrs. 
I. Rinehart’s brother. Mrs. Hattie Skinner had a millinery store 
at her home in Old Town. Her daughter, Miss Emma was a 
teacher many years and served as Co. Supt. of Johnson Co. two 
terms, Alton, the oldest son was a prominent lawyer of K.C., Ks. 
The only living member of this family is Dr. J. O. Skinner on 
the staff of St. Joseph’s Hospital in K. C., Mo. 


Many changes have taken place during the century, space does 
not permit listing all, but we mention Ed Blair, Mgr. of Grange 
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One of the first garages in Spring Hill. The building, which 
faces east on Railroad Avenue, is now used for storage by The 
Spring Hill Grain Co., and Lloyd’s Hardware. 


Store, Mrs. Blair had millinery shop upstairs, later J. R. Lemen 
became manager until moving with his family to Texas many years 
ago, where he now resides with his daughter, Mrs. Edna Rhinehart. 


Wm. Lemen, who is a lawyer in San Juan, Texas and Robert 
Lemen in insurance business, and wife of Pharr, Texas, called on 
me recently. They are grandsons of J. R. and nephews of Mrs. 
Dorothy Simpson. 


An old timer stil] living is S. I. Wickoff, 89 yrs old who lives 
with his wife in the old Wikoff home. Ike was a_ stonemason 
and plasterer, plastered our bank building. Elmer was a plasterer 
also and Jim had a meat market and later a restaurant. The 
Wikoff wives, Etta and Jessie were dressmakers many years. Mr. 
and Mrs. S. I. Wikoff still live in the home formerly owned by 
his mother. 


EARLY DAY FAMILIES ON UNION STREET 


I was asked to write a brief history of families who lived on 
Union Street in the early days and I find it is just memories I hold, 
as most of them are gone, either to distant places or have passed 
away, but with others help I have collected information about 
those who are living. 


Starting west of Main street lived Mr. and Mrs. John Drury 
with their family Edward, Grace, Ruth, Esther and Muriel. Still 
living, are Edward Ruth, Esther, and Muriel, all left Spring Hil! 
many years ago. 


Mr. and Mrs. Henry Adams moved to Kansas City, Kansas, 
where he had a drug store, but after their health began to fail, 
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they moved to the Masonic home in Wichita, Kansas, where Mr. 
Adams died a few years ago, and where Mrs. Adams still resides. 
Mrs. Adams just lately fell and broke her hip and is now bed- 
fast. Delaney, their son died some years ago and at last reports 
Edna the daughter was living in Ft. Scott, Kansas. 


Mr. and Mrs, A. C. Back both have passed away and their son 
George and family are residing in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Mr. 
Back had a harness and shoe repair shop. 


Mrs. Mary Neff lived next to Back’s and was able to keep 
up her home, attend church and enjoy her friends until her death. 
Homer died a number of years ago and Minnie (Dickey), her 
daughter, has been very ill and is in the hospital at Gardner. 


Mr. and Mrs. Gayle Chamberlin have left Spring Hill and 
living in Kansas City, Missouri. They had one son, Lewis, who 
died when a very young man. 


Mr. and Mrs. E. A. Sharon passed away many years ago. 
Their family consisted of Ula [Simmons], Lilleth [Robinson], Pearl 
[Crum], and Nixie, 


Ula and LiJleth live in Kansas City, Missouri. Pearl] lives on 
a farm south of Spring Hill, and Nixie [deceased]. 


Mr. and Mrs. L. Chamberlin were long time residents in 
Spring Hill. They both passed away many years ago. They had a 
daughter, June, and a son. Gayle. June and her husband. Joseph 
Holdren are living in Independence, Kansas. Mr. and Mrs. L. 
Chamberlin’s granddaughter. Mrs. Crawford Neff, husband and 
Madelon are living in the old home. 


Mir. and Mrs, Patrick H. Murphy came to Spring Hill from 
Ireland at a very early age, 


Mrs. Murphy’s family located at Bucyrus, Kansas on their 
arrival, and Mr. Murphy who came over many years previous, 
Jocated at Spring Hill. They Jater met and were married. Mrs. 
Murphy’s name was Mary Doherty. They raised seven children, 
six girls and one bov, All are dereased but Catherine, and Fay 
[Gast] who both reside in Spring Hill. 


Mr. and Mrs. S. S. Olney came from Ohio to Kansas. and 
located on a farm east of Spring Hill. There were seven children 
in their family. Sedwick, Dudley, Frank, Sardine, Mattie, Minnie, 
and Virginia, who is the only surviving member of the family. 
She resides in Spring Hill with her husband Fred Deskins. 


Mr. and Mrs. P. O. Coons moved into Spring Hill from their 
farm east of town and Paul took over the Davis undertaking and 
furniture business. They had one daughter Dora, who is married 
to Charles Hendrix and resides in St. Louis, Missouri.. 


Mr. and Mrs. L. W. Holdren lived in the next house, and their 
family consisted of eight children, they were: Will, Lee, Josenh, 
Ruth, Mose, Dave, Lulu and John. All deceased with the exception 
of Joseph, of Independence, Kansas and John of California. Later 
the L. W. Holdren family moved to a home in old town which 
is. now owned by Edgar Kuhn. 
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Dr. S. G. W. Stevens in the buggy which he used in making his 
calls on patients in the early days. 


Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Riffle lived on a farm, later moving into 
town, where they lived with their adopted daughter Amy Davis, 
they had two other children, Albert and Henry. 


Addie Snyder lived on the corner west of Mr. Riffle’s home. 
Her family consisted of Lulu, Della, Etta, and Arthur. The only 
surviving member of the family is Mrs. Della Crawford, wife of 
the late Roy Crawford. Mrs. Crawford is living at the Smith 
nursing home in Paola, Ks. Mrs. Snyder kept boarders many 
years. 


Mr. and Mrs, G. A. Simpson lived in the beautiful home which 
they built on West Union street. Mrs. Simpson before her mar- 
riage was Betty Mackey, daughter of John Mickey who owned 
a lumber yard in Spring Hill. They had one son Stewart, who 
still lives here with his wife the former Dorothy Chaney, and their 
two sons, Donald and Damon, both married. Donald lives in 
Lawrence, Kansas, and Damon in Kansas City, Missouri. 


Mr. and Mrs. Alex Davis lived in the home across from where 
the Methodist Church now stands. They had two sons, Charles 
of Independence, Missouri, and Geo. Davis, a lawyer of Kansas 
City. George had a daughter, Eugenia, living in New York City, 
and Charles had a son, Blevins Davis of Independence, Missouri 
and New York City. He now is a movie producer. 


In later years Mr. and Mrs, Ralph Davis lived in this home 
where their children Betty, Bernard and Leonard were born. In 
1920 they moved to Okmulgee, Oklahoma, where they established 
the Davis Funeral Home. After Ralph’s death in 1941, and 
Margaret’s death in 1950, the Funeral Home was sold. Bernard 
and Leonard both remained in Okmulgee, but Betty [Schock] her 
husband, and daughter Phoebe, moved to Calgary, Canada. 


MAIN STREET IN THE EARLY 1900’s 


The Odd Fellows building, the lower floor of which was occu- 
pied by Nelson & Simpson store, was destroyed by fire in December 
of 1934 and rebuilt on the former location. 


Mr. and Mrs, L. W. Hodgkins lived on the north side of Union 
street. Mr. Hodgkins owned a livery barn on the corner east of 
his home. Their family consisted of two girls Lutie and Ida, 
also two sons Dick and John. There are none of the family 
surviving. 


Mr, and Mrs. Joseph Spencer lived in the next house, which 
has been moved or possibly burned. Their family consisted of 
May, Tom and Val. May Black is living in San Diego, California. 


Mr. and Mrs. Clark Chamberlin had two boys, Clifford of 
California, and Stephen who was an army officer, but has retired. 


Mr. and’ Mrs. S. R. Hogue raised a fam‘'v of four chiJdren, 
May (Sibley), Lillah (Hemenway), Rowene (Killain) and Norris 
who resides in Spring Hill with his wife, Wilma and son S. R.. 
Lorelli, daughter of Norris and Wilma is living in Anchorage, 
Alaska where her husband is stationed with the Air Force. They 
have one son. Mr. S. R. Hogue owned a hardware store for 
many years. 


Mr. and Mrs, Oren Newton lived in Sprine Hill for many 
years, where he had the dray business, also worked in S. R. Hogue’s 
hardware store for years, Jater movinz to California. Where he and 
his wife passed away. They had five children. Pearl [P2ters], 
deceased, Flo [Newlon], Mabel [Felts], Aimee [Bono], all living 
at Seal Beach, Califernia, and Harry Newton in the real estate 
business at Long Beach, California. 


Mr, and Mrs. Isaac Rudy had five children Grace [Carter], 
Wayne, Costa Mesa, California; Goldie (Pierce), Whittier Calif., 


22 
SS 


Sherman, of Oklahoma City, Okla. and Cressy. All are deceased 
except Wayne and Goldie. Mr. Rudy was manager of the Grange 
Store before his death. Mrs. Rudy lived to a ripe old age, always 
busy with the flowers of which she had many. 


Mr, and Mrs. Chaxles Flanders with their two girls Lois and 
Ruby and son Gayle, lived across the street from us. Mr. Flanders 
had a butcher shop at that time. Gayle died at a very early age. 
Ruby lives in Spring Hill with her husband Ted Turner, and Lois 
lives in Texas. Ruby has one daughter Doris, and Lois has two 
sons, Gayle and Glenn. 


Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Berkshire had two children, James Anson, 
and Lucretia [Wendt] both of Spring Hill. The home was a part 
of the first school building in Spring Hill and was moved there 
from where the present schoo! building stands, The old Berkshire 
home is being remodeled. 


Mr. and Mrs. D. 8S, Curtis with their family lived on a small 
acreage where he raised strawberries, also had a shoe repair 
shop down town. This family consisted of Clarence, Bert, Delia, 
Maud, Chas., Edna, Lela, Harry, Darwin and Linnie. Members 
of the family now living are Linnie [McCarthy] of Edgerton, Kans. 
and Darwin of Kansas City, Mo. Edna Montgomery and Lela 
Hart both of Pincher Creek, Alberta, Canada. 


Mr. and Mrs. Dan Ferguson lived next to the Curtis home. 
He was a carpenter and his family consisted of three children, 
Hattie [Wilson], Nannie [Linebaugh] and son Dan. All are 
deceased except Dan Ferguson, who with his wife the former. 
Ola Bowman, lives in Olathe, Kansas. He like his father was a 
carpenter. 


Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Tisdale lived just east of the Methodist 
Church. Mr. Tisdale was in the real estate and insurance business. 
Their family consisted of Mildred [Pierson], of Shawnee, Kans., 
Florence [Morrison] deceased, Ruth [Divilbiss] of Kansas City, 
Kansas, Lloyd of Olathe, Kansas and Dorothy of Kansas City, Mo. 


I have tried to cover all of the families on Union Street as 
I remembered them when I was a child, and as I said in the 
beginning it is mostly memories, as there are not many of those 
families living here now, but with the help of “kind friends and 
gentle people,’ I have gathered this information together and hope 
when you read it you will recall many happy memories of Union 


Street. 
Fay [Murphy] Gast 


THE SIMPSON FAMILY 


Four generations of Simpson’s have been residents of Spring 
Hill. Joseph Simpson, of the first generation, was born in York- 
shire, England in 1839. At the age of five he immigrated with his 
parents to America. The family located in Ohio, then later moved 
to Wisconsin. When a young man, Joseph movgd to Illinois, 
where he met and later married Hannah M. Miller, whose par- 
ents were natives of New York. In 1870 the couple came to Kan- 
sas, locating in Spring Hill. Joseph Simpson was a carpenter 
and contractor and for many years operated the Spring Hill Hotel, 
then located west of the Frisco depot. 
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MR. AND MRS. JOSEPH SIMPSON 


George A. Simpson, of the second generation, was born in 
1867, came to Spring Hill at the age of three, and was a resident 
of Spring Hill for the remainder of his life. During that time 
he served as manager of the Spring Hill Lumber Company for a 
period of fifty years. His son, J. S. Simpson, of the third genera- 
tion, was born in Spring Hill in 1894 and is still a resident. The 
fourth generation consists of J. S. Simpson’s two sons, Don and 
Damon, who were residents until recent years. 


Members of the Simpson family have been residents of 
Spring Hill for the past eighty-seven years. The combined years 
of residence of the four generations totals 234 years. 


Joseph Simpson said that when they came to Kansas City it 
was nothing but ‘a mud hole and trees,” so they came to Spring 
Hill on the passenger train that was making its first trip to the 
town. Mr. Simpson built the hotel down by the Frisco. Later 
came the ‘‘Hodgkin’s Hotel” and the “Commercial Hotel.” Travel- 
ing salesmen called “drummers” in those days, came by train with 
many trunks, to sell the merchants their goods which they dis- 
played in the “Sample Room” of the hotel. Each hotel had a clerk 
that met all the trains to solicit trade and sometimes there was 
quite a “squabble” getting the travelers grips into their hands and 
taking them to their hotel. Mr. Simpson also had the first town 
hall and skating rink. Only three members of this family are 
now living; Jeck, who has been married to Gayle Chamberlin for 
57 years; Lulu Collins, and Ollie, who is Mrs. Elmer Burch. The 
Chamberlins live in Kansas City, Mo., and the others in Olathe. 


L. Chamberlin came to Spring Hill from Ohio in 1868, ran a 
flour mill several years, remodeled it into a grain elevator and 
had a lumber yard in connection which was destroyed by fire 
in 1898. He then built a grain warehouse and ran the business 
with his son, Gayle, until 1910 when they sold to J. S. Null. Mr. 
Chamberlin married Fannie Coons, daughter of Dr. Coons. He 
passed away in 1910 and she in 1937. He built the house where 
the granddaughter, Josephine, and husband, Crawford Neff live, 
in 1872. June, Josephine’s mother is the wife of retired Judge 
Joseph Holdren. They live in Independence, Kas. Mr. Chamberlin 
also built the old Dr. Sharon house, next east, occupied by Shar- 
Se many years, then by Mrs. Dora Rudy and now by the A. F. 

iller’s. 


First home of the Geo. D. Weir family. The fourth generation 
of the Weir family is now farming this land. : 


A. W. Dawson and son, Leonard, bought the grocery from 
Nelson & Simpson and moved to the present location on the high- 
way. A. W. is retired and the store is operated by Leonard and 
Harriet, assisted by Herman Whitney, clerk. Herman started 
his career driving the delivery wagon for all the stores and later 
for Nelson & Simpson only. 


King and Rachel DeTar built and operated the filling sta- 
tion on the highway many years. They recently sold to Powell 
Oil Co. Mr. and Mrs. W. B. Richards and O. B. Nichols also oper- 
ate stations on the highway. The Cantrells are proprietors of the 
Dari-Anne and Aryl Miller has the Spring Hill Garage, formerly 
owned by Ed Spena, who lived in the Bowman property which 
he owned before moving to Marshall, Mo. He sold this home to 
John Harmon who in turn sold to Ed Wilkin three years ago. 


Everett Makadanz operates the Makadanz Garage north of 
the Stiles Everything Store. His brother, Marvin, is the painter 
for the community, following the profession of his faher, Fred 
Makadanz and brother Olin. Another brother, Fred, has been 
employed at the Phillips 66 Station for years. 


Then in the department store on the east side we mention 
Bryant & Nelson, then Bunger & Nelson, then Nelson & Simp- 
son and now H. F. Kuhn has the business in separate stores. Nor- 
ris S. Hogue had the Dry Goods store for a time. In the hard- 
ware store, O. W. Rhinehart worked for S. R. Hogue, as did 
Oren and Nate Newton before. Rhinehart later owned the busi- 
ness. Other owners have been E. Y. Gay & Sons, Glenn Melton, 
and now Clifford Lloyd. 


Crawford Neff has succeeded his father, Homer H. Neff in 
the drug store and Loren Locke has operated his drug store 
since 1929. H. A. Dey and Roy Brown are our barbers. Ted 


AUNT TISH SIMS 


One of the early day colored 
ladies of Spring Hill. 


Iret Rhinehart came to Kan- 
sas in 1869. He was a Ma- 
son, G.A.R. member, member 
of the Methodist Protestant 
church and Captain of Co. I, 
178th Ohio Infantry. 


PATRICK TH. MURPHY. 


Mr. Murphy left Ireland on 
June 24, 1857. He _ spent 
some time with an_ uncle, 
Peter Murphy, in Vermont, 
coming to Kansas in 1866 
and locating in Johnson 
County. 


Wm. A. Jenkinson was a 
member of the Town Com- 
pany and helped organize the 
town of Spring Hill. 
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Cunningham operates a feed store and Glenn Melton now operates 
the Spring Hill Oil Co. on Main Street. Fred Marshall is manager 
of the Mijo Telephone Co., and Cullison and Seavers operate a 
radio and television shop. Harry Denley is a local builder. 


Several years ago we had two banks, Spring Hill Banking 
Co., before mentioned on the corner of Main and Cherry, and the 
Farmers Bank on the east side of Main street. Now we have 
one bank, The State Bank of Spring Hill, organized in 1927, of 
which we are justly proud as it is one of the strongest, of the 
smaller banks in Kansas. Its president is R. A. Dunmire; Di- 
rectors, Walter Crawford, J. S. Simpson, Joe Morrison, and H. C. 
Whiteford. Mrs. Irwin Kirby is cashier; Mrs. A. F. Miller and 
Mrs. James Newton, tellers and bookkeepers. 


Dr. L. V. Gast is our dentist. Geo. W. Landis is our plumber 
and furnace dealer. Mr. and Mrs. Robert Creamer manage the 
Spring Hill Grain Co. Earl and Mabel Stiles have the Everything 
Store on the highway. Homer S. Gruver sells real estate from 
office in his home. L. R. Stuckey, A. A. Ramey, and Louis Dunn 
are builders, all kinds of carpentry. The Spring Hill Lumber Co. 
furnishes lumber and builders’ supplies to the community. 


Louis Stuckey moved to Spring Hill 50 years ago and has 
built many homes in town and vicinity. The first job on his own 
was the home of Eddie Gay, which he built for Ralph and Beach 
‘Hines. He and his wife Maud started their married life in a 
house purchased from Mrs. Sarah Johnson, which stood where 
the grade school lunchroom is now. The home there burned in 
1918 and they built their present home and moved into it in Jan- 
uary 1920. Maud was office manager for Mijo Telephone Co. from 
1923-26 and in 1944 started her second career of teaching after 37 
years out of the schoolroom. After six years in the rural schools of 
Johnson county and four years in Miami county, she was retired in 
1956 and was a guest of honor at the Johnson County Teacher’s 
Association Teacher-Board Banquet in 1957. The Stuckey’s only 
daughter, Mary Belle Findley, is in Kuhn’s Dry Goods and there 
are three grandsons, one granddaughter and three great grand- 
sons. The Stuckeys are planning Open House October 15, 1957, to 
celebrate their fiftieth wedding anniversary. All friends are in- 
vited. The grandsons are Richard L. and D. Louis of Spring Hill 
and Robert T. of San Diego, Calif., and the granddaughter, Nancy 
Lou at home. Michael and Patrick are sons of Robert, and Brian, 
the son of Richard. 


THE BANK ROBBERIES 


Probably the most exciting events in the history of Spring Hill 
were the two bank robberies. The first occurred in July, 1920, 
when Ray D. Smith, cashier, and Edna Lemen, assistant cashier, 
were held up at the point of a gun by a masked bandit, and locked 
in the vault. The robber scooped up the cash and fled on foot. 
Mr. Smith set off the burglar alarm and the business men who 
kept rifles in their stores for just such an emergency were soon 
in pursuit. Ralph Hines brought the robber down in the pasture 
on George LaRosh’s farm (now Avery’s). The robber was iden- 
tified as Alfred Gantert, an Olathe boy. Most of the money was 
recovered along the way. 


The other robbery occurred March 23, 1938, when R. A. Dun- 
mire, cashier, and H. P. Thomas, assistant, were held up by two 


ISAAC RUDY DR. O. C. THOMAS 


Manager of the Grange Another early day physician. 
Store in 1902. 


ED T. BARBER 


First principal of the Spring 
Hill schools. 


thugs and $1587.27 was taken. These robbers were apprehended 
about 60 days later and were sentenced after they confessed to 
12 bank robberies in Nebraska, Iowa, Missouri and Kansas. 


They slugged both Dunmire and Thomas with a blackjack, 
inflicting cuts on the head and knocking Mr. Dunmire down. Af- 
ter Mr. Thomas had placed the money in a yellow cellophane bag, 
they were ordered into the vault and the bandits fled in a blue car 
parked on the south side of the bank, headed west. J. S. Simpson 
was being waited on when they entered and they waited until he 
left before making demand for the money. They were E. H. 
McCarthy and Harry Korte, who made a survey of the territory 
by airplane before mapping out a robbery. 


Today, after 100 years of history in the making, we are proud 
of Spring Hill. We are proud of our good schools, our teachers, 
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are the best, our business organizations are prospering. We are 
proud of the many new homes in our growing city and we are 
proud of the old homes that have stood the test of time. 


We are glad that we have such organizations as the Masons, 
Eastern Star, I.0.0.F., Lions Club, Keeping Up Club, American 
Legion and Auxiliary, Boy Scouts, and 4-H Club, and four denom- 
inations conducting religious services each Sunday. 


Some say every catastrophe happens for a purpose. Surely 
the tornado has resulted in showing us that we do cooperate and 
work together when the need arises. The speed with which the 
cleanup was accomplished was miraculous. 


And now in closing, covering 100 years has been an interesting 
task and a big one. If we have omitted anyone it was not inten- 
tional. Please write a sketch and we will publish it in The New 
Era. 


The History Committee is Mrs. L. R. Stuckey, Mrs. L. V. Gast, 
Mrs. A. T. Lowe, Mrs. Frank Laskie, Mrs. Harry Dalzell and Miss 
Catherine Murphy. 
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RECOGNITIONS 


The following places of business and citizens have contributed 
generously toward the expense of the Centennial and this history, 
and they are hereby most graciously recognized for their interest 


and support: 


Kansas Power & Light Co. °* 
Olathe, Kansas 


State Bank of Spring Hill 
Spring Hill, Kansas 


Harold Dey, Barber 
Spring Hill, Kansas 


Spring Hill TV & Radio 
Severs and Callison 
Spring Hill, Kansas 


H. L. Denley, Builder 
Spring Hill, Kansas 


L. L. Locke Pharmacy 
Spring Hill, Kansas 


Al Koup Recreation 
Spring Hill, Kansas 


Landis Plumbing & Tin Shop 
Spring Hill, Kansas 


Spring Hill Oil Co. 
Glenn Melton 
Spring Hill, Kansas 


Clifford Lloyd Hardware 
Spring Hill, Kansas 


Glenn Peer, 
Grade School Principal 
Spring Hill, Kansas 


T. J. Bivins, Moving & Shoring 
Wellsville, Kansas 


J. E. Gay, Postmaster 
Spring Hill, Kansas 


Ted Cunningham Feed Store 
Spring Hill, Kansas 


Bruce Furniture Store 
Spring Hill, Kansas 


Kuhn’s Market & Locker 
Spring Hill, Kansas 


Kuhn’s Dry Goods 
Spring Hill, Kansas 


Bruce Mortuary 
Spring Hill, Kansas 


Spring Hill Lumber Co. 
Donald Brink, Manager 
Spring Hill, Kansas 


Spring Hill Grain Co. 
Robert Creamer, Manager 
Spring Hill, Kansas 


Vaughn Murphy, Electrician 
Spring Hill, Kansas 


Spring Hill Lions Club 
Spring Hill, Kansas 


Earl Stiles Everything Store 
Spring Hill, Kansas 


Everett Makadanz Garage 
Spring Hill, Kansas 


Reni De Graeve, Liquors 
Spring Hill, Kansas 


Powell Oil Co. 
Spring Hill, Kansas 


Dawson Grocery 
Spring Hill, Kansas 


Dr. L. V. Gast, Dentist 
Spring Hill, Kansas 


Marvin Makadanz, Painter 
Spring Hill, Kansas 


N. S. Hogue’s Store 
Gardner, Kansas 


L. R. Stuckey, A. A. Ramey, 
Lewis Dunn, Carpenters and 
Builders, Spring Hill, Kans. 


Neff Drug Store 
Spring Hill, Kansas 


Cole-Smith Post 350, 
American Legion 
Spring Hill, Kansas 


O. B. Nichols Service Station 
Spring Hill, Kansas 


Lee Mitchell, Plumbing 
Spring Hill, Kansas 


Harold Cook, Eggs 
Spring Hill, Kansas 


Uniongas 
Spring Hill, Kansas 


Corliss Processing Plant 
Harry Corliss 
Spring Hill, Kansas 


Hillsdale Mill & Elevator 
Hillsdale, Kansas 


Dever’s Lunch, Beer 
Amanda and Dell Dever 
Spring Hill, Kansas 


V. O. Ward 
Principal of High School 
Spring Hill, Kansas 


C. H. Westhoff, Contractor 
Bucyrus, Kansas 


Union Gas System, Inc. 
Spring Hill, Kansas 


Mijo Telephone Co. 
Fred Marshall, Manager 
Spring Hill, Kansas 


Dari-Anne 
Js CH Cantrell 
Spring Hill, Kansas 


Spring Hill Garage 
A. F. Miller 
Spring Hill, Kansas 


Richards’ Service 
Mr. and Mrs. W. B. Richards 
Spring Hill, Kansas 


Spring Hill Realty Co. 
J. K. DeTar 
Spring Hill, Kansas 


J:.H. Aust, Eggs 
Spring Hill, Kansas 


Kola Teepee 
Bonita, Kansas 


Andy Anderson, Frisco Agent 
Spring Hill, Kansas 


Russell Grain & 
George Russell 
Bonita, Kansas 


Feed Co. 


Custer Funeral Home 
Dale Custer 
Bonita, Kansas 


Geo. H. Sowers Associates, Inc. 
Spring Hill, Kansas 


Andy Haynes, Insurance 
Spring Hill, Kansas 


Harold Krummell 
Carpenter and Builder 
Spring Hill, Kansas 


Dr. H:- Ee Sutcliffe 
Chiropractic Clinic 
Spring Hill, Kansas 


Spring Hill New Era 
Mr. and Mrs. H. E. Winkler 
Spring Hill, Kansas 


Emmett Dodson, Distributor 
The Kansas City Star 
Spring Hill, Kansas 


Homer S. Gruver Real Estate 
Spring Hill, Kansas 


Wm. Newton, Bulldozing 
Spring Hill, Kansas 


Al J. Baier, District Manager 
Investors Syndicate 
Kansas City, Mo. 


Morning Grange 
Spring Hill, Kansas 
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